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your highness's unhappy employment of the witch of Brandon------"
William cursed under his breath.
"Your highness might nobly atone therefor by executing justice on a far more flagitious offender, who has openly compassed and effected the death of hundreds of your highness's otherwise invincible warriors------"
"And throw good money after bad," said William, laughing. "I tell thee, priest, she is too pretty to burn, were she the Witch of Endor herself."
" Be it so. Your royal clemency can always remit her sentence, even so far as to pardon her entirely, if your merciful temper should so incline you. But meanwhile, what better could we have done, than to remind the monks of Ely that she was a sorceress; that she had committed grave crimes, and was liable to punishment herself, and they to punishment also, as her shelterers and accomplices ?"
"What your highness wanted/7 quoth Taillebois, "was to bring over the monks; and I believe that message had been a good stroke toward that. As for Hereward, you need not think of him. He never will come in alive. He has sworn an oath, and he will keep it."
And so the matter ended.